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The Impact of the Gaza War on Palestinian Musical Memory:
Musical Heritage between Institutional Destruction and the

Fracturing of Symbolic Meaning: An Analytical Study

Abstract

7lis study armed to explore the rmpact of the Gaza War (2023-2025) on Palestinian musical
memory, focusmg on 1Is eflects on musrcal herriage, Specifically; 1t examuned the relationstip
between the destruction of cultural and musrcal istitutions, the fiacturing of the symbolic meaning
of traditronal songs, and the weakening of mtergenerational musrcal conumunication. 74e stuay
employed a guantitalive, descriptive-analyiical approaclh and laggeted a population comprisig
musrerans, employees at cultural and musical mstitutions, and parents ol children, resuliing m a

17nal sample of 147 respondents selected througt simple random sampling:

The resulls mdrcated a sqgnificant impact of the war on Palestinian musrcal heriiage, manrtésted
1 the damage o cultural and musrcal mstitutions, which limited therr capacity lo conduct aclrvires
and preserve herilage. The symbolic meanmng of tiaditional songs was undermuned, affecting ther
role m supporting national identity and psychosocial resilience. Furthermore, a clear weakuness
zn ntergenerational musical communication was observed due to the loss of skilled personnel,

expertise, and the absence of structured programs for transnutting musical knowledee.

7he study recomimended the refabilitation of cultural and musrcal mstitutions, the profectron of”
arcluves and musrcal mstruments, and the promotion of traditional songs within educational and
rastructional programs. Furthermore, it empliasized the establislment of a compreliensive djgrial
database to preserve musrcal Lerrtage and the activation of natronal cultural policres to support and

strengthen Palestinian ferriage.

Keywords: Palestinian Musical Heritage, Gaza War, Cultural lncubators, Musical

Lustitutions, Musical Memory; Song Symbolism.
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