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Transformations in the Social and Humanitarian Dimensions of
Palestinian Political Discourse: A Qualitative Analysis of President

Mahmoud Abbas’s Speeches at the United Nations (2005-2025)

Abstract

7lirs study aimns to examine the socral and humanriarian dinensrons i the speechies delivered
by President Malunoud Abbas before the United Nations General Assembly during two distinct
perrods; the 1irst fiom 2005 to 2015, and the second fiom 2016 to 2025, The research is based on the
Lhypothesis that there are sjgniticant lransformations m the content of Palestinran political discourse
reflecting changes m the political and socral realities, with a particular focus on liow social and

Llumaniiarian aspects are employed withn these speecles.

The study adopts a gualilative metliodology relymg on thematic confent analysis and critical
discourse analysis. /t analyzes a selected corpus of ollicial speeclies by President Abbas during the
two perrods, The analysis mcludes identifying recurring themes, examining the construction of the
Palestrinian “self” and the [sraeli “other; ” as well as exploring the rheforical strategres used i the

speeches.

The findings reveal clear stifls in the socral and humanitarzan dinensions befween the o
perrods. ln the first perrod, the discourse primarily focused on peace and negotiations, with lumited
references o socral issues. i contrast the second period saw an infensified empliasis on fLuman
172015 violations and social Lardslps, mcluding poverty, unemployment, and deferioralng fealll
and education services, alongside a broader use of emotional rietorical devices anmed at elrciiing

nternational empaniy.

Furthermore, the study shows that the Palestinian “self” in the Zirst period was porirayed as
a negotialing party strving for peace, wihereas the second period depreted Palestinrans more as
vicims suflering under oppressive occupation, with a stronger emplhasis on justice and fLuman
dpgnrty: Thus stif? reflects political and socral changes within the Palestinian context and therr

zmpact on discourse Sualegres.

7le researcl; concludes that remnforemg the socral and Lumanitarian dimensions i Palestinian
politrcal discourse s an eflective tool lo garner infernational support and raise awareness of
Palestrnran suflering. /f reconunends ongommg analysis of official speechies and the use of impactfil/

rthetorreal tools to fiurther develop politrcal rietorre.

Keywords: Political Discourse, Social and Human Dimension, President Malimoud Abbas,

United Nations.
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