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International Protection of Palestinian Folklore as a Component of

National Identity in the Face of Israeli Challenges

Abstract

TZus research anms lo review le mnfernational profection of Palestinian popular herriage as one
of the essentral components of Palestinian national identity i the face of the [sraell narrative. 7he
researcl employed a descriptive-analytical approach. 7he researcl problem is the main question.
How do mternational conventions and agreements conlribule lo strengthening the profection of

Palestinian popular herriage to contiont the [siaeli narrative?

Tlhe research yrelded several ey findings, the most significant of which are. Popular herriage
75 a wvital component of national identity and an mherent rglit of pegples, and therefore enjoys
nternational legal profection. [lnternational conventions provide an infegrared legal fiamework
for the direct and rndirect profection of popular ferriage. UNESCO is an organization specralized
1 profecting Palestinian 10/klore by registering elements of this heritage on World Heritage lists
and exerting legal and political pressure ggamst [sraels practices mn ltargeting 1t Case law shows
that mternational justce fLas effectively contitbuted fo the profection of langible cultural herriage

directly and popular lherriage mdirectly:

Tle research recommends calling on the Palestinran Mnsiry of Foregen A fiairs and the Ministry
of Culture fo mtensrty eflorts to register elements of Palestinian popular herriage (wrrtlen, audro,
and visual) on the World Herrtage /ists, to profect them fom thefi. distortion, or extiuction. Calling
on Palestinian embassres around the world and the Palestinian pegple fo employ the Palestinian

popular heriiage as a tool 1or solf resistance, and o mtroduce the world to the Palestinian narralive
1 the face of the [sraeli narrative. Calling on the Palestinian government fo go lo the lalernational
Crimnal Court and file complainls ggaiast [siaell crrmnals about thernr practices of laggeling
Palestinian popular heriiage, considering it an mdependent war crume. Calling on the Palestinian
Lovernment 0 wWork on regquestng a larwa ffom the lnternational Court of Justice regardmg the
Israell laggeting of Palestinian popular heriiage and its efiects on Palestinian identity, wihicl
contrrbutes to profecting ls heritage and strengthening the Palestinian narrative m the conlext of

the narrative war waged by the [sraeli occupying state.

Keywords: Popular Heritage, Palestinian ldentity, luntangible Heritage, luternational

Protection, Cultural Resistance.
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