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Public Awareness of the Importance of Preserving a Crime Scene and

Its Associated Factors: An Exploratory Study in the City of Hebron

Abstract

771s study armed fo measure public awareness i Hebron, Palestine, regarding the nmporiance of
preserving a crime scene and o analyze the lactors assocrated witl tis awareness. A descriptive,
guantitative gpproach was employed, with dala collected fiom a convenrence sample (N=2573)
via an electronic questionnarre. 7he resulls revealed a significant lack of public awareness
concerning the most basrc procedures for handling a crime scene. Chr-Square analysis showed
710 statstrcally spgniticant relatronshp between participants’ responses on most awareness 1tens
and therr educational level or gender (witl one exception). Most nmportantly, the study found a
statistically sggnificant association befween reliance on lelevision as an miformation source and a
lack of understanding of several crucial procedures, such as the importance of contacting the police
and the seasitivity of plysical evidence. 7he study recomumends desjgning sustamable conununily
awareness campaens and calls for media outlets, parteularly lelevision, lo review therr content

related to the coverage of crimmnal icidents.

Keywords: Crime Scene, Securily Awareness, Forensic Evidence, Public Beliavior, Hebron,

Media and Security.
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