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The Role of the Archives of Sharia Courts in Preserving the
Legal Heritage of Palestinians during the Zionist Genocide and

Documenting Its Consequences

Abstract

7he occypation—regardless ol 1Is nature—seeks fo weaken the structure of the socreties It arms
lo subyugate and occupy: One or 1ls most detrrmental methods of weakening nations 1s the erasure of”
memory and the obliteration of legal documentation, lacilitating the spread ol 1ts fabricated history
and narrative. 7herefore, nations under the yoke of occupation resist by preserving therr memory
and safeguarding their Listorrcal records, mcluding therr legal heritage, with all available means.

s resrstance 15 the responsibrlity of rndividuals, groups, and mstitutions alike.

77us researcl shed /jght on the role of the Sharia judiciary msuiuion i preserving Lumar,
legal and cultural heritage, as it is considered the oldest documentation mstitution i Palestie.
7he research employed the descriplive, analytical, and listorical methodology by introducing
the Sharia courts, the memory and r2/41s conlamed witln their arclives, and therr policres for
saléguardig them ffom the occupation’s violations, as well as assessing the eliectiveness ol these
policres as demonstrated during the 2023 aggression on the Gaza Strgp. The research concluded with
several findings, meluding the significant legal and human value of the Palestinian Sharia courls”’
arclives, the substantial efforts exerled by the Sharia judiciary mstitution lo protect 1ts documents
and arclives, its utilization of all avarlable means o aclireve tis, and its continious adaprlation
1o lechnologrcal develogpments leading fo electronic arcluving These eflorts further resulfed mn
saving the arcluves of the Gaza Stp'’s Sharra courts liom Zionist destruction stce October 7,
2023, documenting the efiects ol the destruction in the Sharra records, and preserving the rzglits of
crtrzens—particularly the most vulnerable groups mn the Gaza Strp—ihrougl the measures laken

by the Sharza judicrary lo saléguard the courts’arclives before and during the destruction.

Keywords: Sharia Documentation, Registers, Digrtization, Marriage Contracts, Divorce

Documents, Lineage Verification, lukeritance Determination, Fndowment Deeds.
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