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The Rational Choice Theory and Its Role in Crime Reduction

Abstract:

Tlus study aimed to analyze the role of Rational Clorce Theory i crime reduction by measuring
the impact ol Zpplying 1is logre i strengthening general and specific deferrernce, activaling preventive
measures, and guiding securrty policres. 7he study icluded an imdependent variable, “Application
ol the Logre of Ratronal Chorce Theory; ”and a dependent variable, “Crime Reduction, ” with its five
dimensions. A quantitative methodology was employed and applred to a population consisting of
employees i the Palestinian securrty agencres i the West Bank (Police, Preventive Security, Public
Prosecution), with an estinated number of approximately 14,634 male and fémale employees,
according to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistcs and the Palestinian Public Prosecution.
A stratified random sample of 330 participants was selected, The questionnaire was adopled as
the primary fool 1or data collection, and irs validity and reliability were verrtied using Cronbach'’s
Alplia coefficrent The lindings revealed a statistically sjgniticant efléct of applying the theory'’s
[logrc m enliancing securily responses [o crrme, with the efiect berng most evident i the dimensrons
of preventive measures and specrlic deterrence. The resulls also showed that the efiéct extends to
melude supporiing security polrcres and mproving the eliicrency of preventive mlerventions. 1he
study recommended rncorporating the logrc of Ratronal Chorce Theory milo the design of securrty
policres, strengthening deterrence tools based on certainty;, and developing securrty environments

that reduce opportunires for crime and render it an rrrational clhorce.

Keywords: Crime, Rational Chorce Theory, Securily Policies.
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