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The Rights of Palestinian Journalists in Light the Rules and
Provisions of International Law: The Case of the Palestinian

Journalist as a Model

Abstract

Lnternational Lumanitarian law and infernational human rgfits law recognize the need fo
provide specral profection 1or journalists and media proféssionals, as outlined mn the four Geneva
Conventions and therr Addritional Protocols. These struments oblige parties to armed conflicts
lo lake preventive measures lo prolect journalists and media workers and to prevent all forms of”
aqgeression ggamst them. luternational law also obliges states worldwide lo accede fo relevant
rntermational agreements and lo comply with therr provisions, thereby ensuring respect for these

obljgations at both the international and national levels.

Tlirs study exanunes the international legal liamework for profecting journalists and
media mstitutions under mlermational humanitarian law, L1ghljelhting therr rights at boll;
local and mfernational levels It assesses the eflectiveness of infernational frealies i
providing practical profection and fgliljghts the serrous violations laced by journalists

w1 Palestine

The study linds that mternational agreements lack a precise detinition ol “journalist ”
that profection Is maintained as long as journallsts avord hostile acts, and that they benetit
from findamental humaniarian priaciples when performing dangerous rasks. Violations

Persist due lo the absence of an effective rnlernational judicial mechanrsim.

Accordingly;, the stuady reconunends developing Palestinian medra legrslation mn line
with rmternational standards, enfanciye journalists’ legal awareness, establishing 2
Palestinzan commutiee with nfernational expertise o address crunes 49a1sL Journalises,
expanding the scope of the Second Profocol, and creating a new additional profocol fo

ensure broader profection 10r journalists and their ofzices.

Keywords: lnternational Humanitarian Law, Human Rjghts, Geneva Conventions.
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e Laws and agreements

— The Hague Convention of 1899.
- The Hague Convention of 1907.
— The Geneva Convention of 1929.

— The four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the Protection of Victims of
War.

— Additional Protocol I to the International Armed Conflicts Convention of 1977, and

Additional Protocol II to the International Armed Conflicts Convention of 1977.

— The Amended Palestinian Basic Law of 2003.
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