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Enforced Disappearance in the Digital Space: A Legal Analysis of
the Applicability of Human Rights and International Law Norms to

Practices of Blocking Individuals on the Internet

Abstract

7715 research addresses the issue of digiial enforced disappearance through an examination ot
both the conceptual and legal fiameworks governing traditional enforced disappearance and s
counterpart i the contemporary dgrial environment. 7The study begins by clarifying the concept
of enforced disappearance under the provisions of international human righis law and international
Lfumanitarzan law;, belore moving on o deline djgrial disappearance and outline I1s various 10ris,
which manifést i practices of blocking, deleting, or erasig imdividuals’ djgrtal presence fiom the

znternet, wihether carrred out by publrc authorrizes or other actors.

The research firther explores the sunilarities and differences between traditional and digrial
entorced disappearance, lghliehting that botlh share politrical and repressive objectives despite
the divergence i the means employed. The study adopls a comparalive analytical melliodology;
analyzing international legal mstruments and conventions relevant fo enforced disappearance
and fuman rghts profectron, and comparing them fo current dgrial practices, witl the amm of”
exposing the shorfcomngs of the exising mternational legal fiamework, which lacks a precise and

comprelensrve detinition of djgrial disappearance.

Tlhe lindings of the study imdicate that raprd digrial transformations necessiiale a reconsideraltion
of traditional legal concepls and an update of international legislative fiameworks to ensure stronger
profection of mdividuals in cyberspace. 7The resulls also empliasize the ungent need fo initialte a
broad infernational dizlogue armed at developing a comprehensive and efiective legal fiamework

capable of addressing the challenges of the djgrtal age.

Keywords: Djgital Enforced Disappearance, lntfernational Law, Human Rights, Digrtal
Blocking, Cyberspace, Legal Framework.
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