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Political Islam: Intellectual and Epistemological Influences on
Contemporary Political Movements — The Islamic Resistance

Movement “Hamas” In Palestine as a Model

Abstract

This study addresses the topic of intellectual and epistemological transformations
within political Islam by conducting an in-depth analysis of key concepts such as the state,
citizenship, and political participation, as manifested in the discourse of contemporary
Islamic movements, with a particular focus on the Islamic Resistance Movement, “Hamas”
as a case study. The core research problem lies in understanding how Islamic movements
have been influenced by these epistemological shifis and their ability to transition fiom a

totalizing ideological discourse to a more pragmatic approach.

The study is driven by several central questions, including: What is the nature of the
1ntellectual transformations in political Islam? To what extent are these transformations
reflected in the discourse and practices of Islamic movements, and to what degree can
the Hamas model be considered an indicator of epistemological shifis within resistant

political Islam?

The research aims to achieve several objectives, the most important of which are:
analyzing the intellectual structure of political Islamic discourse, exploring the shifi
toward political pragmatism, and testing the hypothesis of epistemological evolution
through the case of Hamas. The study adopts a critical analytical method, in addition to

discourse analysis and the comparative historical approach.

The study reached significant findings, most notably that the Hamas movement has
demonsirated a clear epistemological shifi in its discursive structure—fiom a rigid
1deological tone (as represented in its 1988 Charter) to a more pragmatic political
discourse (as seen in the 2017 Document). This confirms the dynamic adaptability of
political Islam to the conditions of the modern siate. Moreover, the movement presented
an institutional vision for governance, encompassing 18 administrative, legislative, and
economuic pillars. This reflects its readiness to engage with the siate as a civil system, not
merely as a tool for resistance. This was particularly evident in the analysis of Hamas's

2006 electoral platform.

The study recommends that future research focus on the internal epistemological

structures of Islamic movements by analyzing the concepts embedded in their discourse
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and programs, such as slatehood, resistance, and citizenship, to transcend superficial
political analyses toward deeper epistemological approaches. It also emphasizes the
need to develop interdisciplinary methodological tools that combine political discourse
analysis, political anthropology, and the objectives of Islamic jurisprudence (maqasid
al-sharfi a) to undersiand Islamic movements not merely as political actors, but as living

intellectual projects undergoing conslant transformation.

Keywords: Political Islam, epistemological transformation, pragmatism, Hamas,

Islamic state, contemporary Islamic thought.
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