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The Higher Education in the Gaza Strip: The Challenges of War and
the Challenges Beyond

Abstract

This paper examines the findamental impacts of the ongoing on Palestine, particularly
the Gaza Strip, and the posit-war environment on higher education in the Gaza Strip.
Since October 7, 2023, the occupation’s annihilation of the population has extended to an
educational extermination as well. Through the researcher’s analysis of the effects of the
ongoing war on higher education-based on reports and data from the Palestinian Ministry
of Education and Higher Education, as well as statistics fiom the Euro-Mediterrancan
Human Rights Monitor—it has been found that the material losses sufiered by universities
due to destruction exceed $200 million. This indicates massive damage to the higher

education infrastructure in the Gaza Strip.

This paper aims to document the main effects of the war on higher education in the Gaza
Strip as well as to identify the potential challenges that higher education will face after
the war ends and stability is restored. The researcher employed a qualitative approach to
analyze these challenges, relying on literature, reports, and interviews with academics and
higher education students fiom Gaza. The paper presents preliminary findings indicating
massive destruction at both material and human levels in higher education. From the
very first day of the war, higher education was disrupted, leading to a loss of learning
and a decline in academic performance among students. Additionally, the disruption
may contribute to higher dropout rates. The findings highlight the extensive destruction
of higher education infiastructure in Gaza, along with significant human losses—both
physical and psychological—which foreshadow immense and complex challenges in the

post-war period.

Keywords: Higher Education, Gaza Strip.
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