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Legal and Organizational Framework of Palestinian Universities and

its Role in Enforcing Governance

Abstract

T%is study armed fo analyze the legal and regulatory fiamework of Palesiinian unrversiies
and their role mn promoting effective governance practices. 1o aclieve the study’s objectives, a
gualitative approacl; was adopled througl the analysis of unrversity systems and the exammation
oflegal and regulatory documents. The lindings revealed that the legal and regulatory lramework is
crucral m strengthening unrversty govermance by defining autlioritres and responsibrliies, ensuring
accountability; andpromoting transparency. While the stuady identified some strengi/hs in the exrsting
Llaws and regulations, such as directing authority and setting goals and guidelines, it Liglhlghted
weakuesses related fo diversity i representation, policy formulation, liagmented application of
Llaws and wnstructions, and mncomplete coverage of all university finctions. Additionally, the study
found that the Palestinian Higher Fducation Law lacks adeguale provisions 1or regulating the
différent ypes of unrversities (publrc, private, and governmental). 7he current law outlines the
mechanism 1or 1ormung governing boards (boards of trustees) i public universizies only;, excluding
prrvalte andgeneral unrversiies. Finally, the study concluded that universiiies could make significant
contrrbutions fo strengthening the legal and regulatory amework, thereby enlancing governance

standardls within the university context.

Keywords: Legal and Opganizational Framework, Universities, Governance Universies.
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