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The Rights of Public Employees under Exceptional Circumstances:
“The COVID-19 Pandemic as a Model”

Abstract

The rlopre of thrs researcli focuses on the rghls of public employees under excepliona!
crreumstances. 70 lustate s, 1t uses the example of the state of emergency implemented i
Palestine during the COVID-19 pandemic, as a sitvation based on the principles of marmnlaining
public securrty; fLealth, and safety for citizens i general, and for public employees i particular:
s 15 due lo the role they play i contributing fo the operation of public services and meeling the
needs and requrrements of crtizens, whiclh creates a direct inferaction witl; the public. Consequently;

115 necessitated addifional health and legal profection for public employees.

7Tlhe researcher relred on /fius discussion of the rights of public employees i exceptronal
crreumisiances on the descriptive and analyviical approach witl the amm of conducting a screntific
and accurate description of the case stuay; its motives, causes, and eflécts. The researcler then
exammed and analyzed the rmpact of declaring a state of emerngency on ensuring and preserving
the riglits of public employees, i /jght of Palestinian legislation, and by drawing on some Arab and

1ntermational experrences regarading the measures laken o address such situations.

Tlhe researcher concluded several findings, the most mmportant of which are: that declaring 2
state of emergency mn Palestine revealed weakuesses in the legal and judicral system'’s ability to
address the impact of such crrcumsiances on the righis of public employees. It also created a state
of confusion among Palestinian lawmakers, especrally i the early stages. However, there was
a2 gradual transition and mmprovement m preserving the rehls of public employees, partcularly
lhrougt the adoptron and rmplementation of remote work polrcies to saléguard their rights and

professional and health satery:

At the end of the research, the researcher reconunended a number of recomunendations, the mos?
zmportant of which are: the necessity of working on developing programs and solulons 1o organize
work i1 public facrlitres when any pandemic occurs and organizing the work mechanism under
exceptional crrcumstances, 77s comes througl trammng specral cadres as tiamers i order 1o lram

employees lo work. Remolely i case of any emergency:

Keywords: Public Fmployee, Public Service, Exceptional Circumstances, COVID-79 Pandenire,
Remote Work
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