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Cultural References of the Language of Caricature in Digital Media

Abstract

The study aimed to analyze the caricature discourse and identily the cultural references
in the works of caricature artists, including Najee al-Ali, Alaa al-Lugtah, Mohamed
Sba’neh, Raed Qatnani, Samih Abu Zakia, Ahmed Qaddoura, and Umayya Jha. The
cultural references in the caricatures are considered to be lingual genes that contribute
to identitying the semantic focal points and clarifying the aesthetic of literal depiction
in both the present context and the implicit representation of the picture. Therefore, this
study addressed the discovery religious, literal, folk (popular), and historical references.
The caricatures were analysed through the cinematic methodology, which is considered
a purposefill sampling of the caricatures in order fo reveal the core of their concepts and
connecting them to their visual space in context. This study has succeeded in understanding
that the caricaturists referred to different cultural contexts; religious, historical, folk, or
technical whether by quoting, modifying, or absorbing them. The language of commentary
on therr caricatures is not only limited to a mere linguistic structure steered by syntactic
characteristics, but a message carrying semantic clusters issued by a sender and addressed
to a reciprent. The study recommended the need to focus on caricature discourse in
addressing the issues faced by societies, whether national, social, or economic, through
the coverage of websites, pages, online magazines, and social media platforms featuring
caricature artists’ images. Additionally; it suggested holding art exhibitions showcasing

caricature images by artists who explain the content of their caricature discourse.
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