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Image of Prisoners’ Human Rights Organizations among Palestinians

Abstract

Thzs stuay armed fo explore the Palestinian audrences’ perceptions about the role of
Jocal and nternational luman rglhls ogganizations that defend the riglits of prisoners.
1z also, aimed fo examme the extent lo wihich these audrences depend on the media
when they seek lo collect mformation and form an attitude loward sucl o1ganizalions.
Furthermore, the study examined the extent fo wiicl; the Palestinian audrences trust these
oganizations, and it looked art the positive and negative efiects of therr actrvities. 771s
research s descriplive and 1t Is mformed by the Media system dependency theory: For the

pupose of the stuay;, a survey of media outlets was conducted and a guestionnaire was

desened, The sample of the stuay is composed of /69 Palestinian people.

The results have shown that the majorily of the respondents (more than 87%) pay
atfention o fuman r1ghls organizations’ actviies. n addition, the stuay fLas revealed
that the majority of the sample depends on media outlets fo get imformation about these
orgrnations. Dgrial medria outlets come i the first place as (75.5%) of the respondents use
lhem to collect rnformation aboul the role of these organizalions 1 Supporing prisoners.
Then, this study emphasizes that the media have played a sjgnificant and powerfi/ role
m shaping the audrences’ perceplions ol fuman r78/4ls organizations as defenders of”

Palestinzan prisoners 172415

Regarding the lfendencres of the respondents fowards the local organizations that are
concerned with the guestion of prisoners compared fo the ruternational ones, the resulls
fhave shown that the local orjgrnations come 7rst as (39%,) of the sample tend lo support
them wihile (40, 7%) lend fo admure the mlermational organizations ratlier than the local
bodres. According o the stuay; (#0.9%) of the respondents are reported fo be neutial /
aissatistied with the activities that are carrred out by local ogganizations tfo defénd the
Palestinzan prisoners wihereas (39%) of the sample have neutral /negative perceptions ol
lhe role of the mfernational organizations. These rales are Ll and bear unsatisiaclory
mdicators that stould not be overlooked, Frnally, the study recommends that media
outlels should pay more attention lo the activities and evenls that are organized by human
772415 organizalions and L1gliljglt them. Also, if recommends that botl medria and lLuman
172015 organizations cooperale o promote posiive 1deas, correct neganve 1pressions,

and change neutial or negalive attitudes adopled by audrences.
Keywords: perceptions, fiuman righils organizalions, prisoners, Palestinian audiences.
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