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The Israeli settlements and the extent of their violation to the
rules of International Humanitarian Law and the Palestinians
right to self-determination

Abstract:

Settlement from the view of international law is does not harmonize with
the provisions and principles of the Fourth Geneva Convention which protects
the indigenous under occupation, specifically Article 49 banned the state of
occupation to displace civilians,” settlers “ to the territories which are subject
to its occupation troops.

The Zionist movement was and still planning to establish settlements in
Palestine, either by confiscating the land which is state-owned, or by buying
land from landowners in Palestine. Israel is trying to make the right to self
determination impossible, hoping to fill the West Bank with settlements.

The Security Council in its resolution 446 in 1979 asserted that, “ The Israeli
policy and practices of establishing the settlements in the occupied territories
since 1967, is illegal and constitutes a serious obstacle which prevents
the achievement of a just and lasting peace. The resolution asked Israel to
abide scrupulously by the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, retreat from
its previous measures, refrain from any action which might lead to a change
in the legal status and geographical nature that could lead to a significant
impact on the demographic structure of the occupied territories. The General
Assembly followed the Security Council ‘s approach to condemn the Israeli
policies affecting human rights in the occupied territories, the establishment
of settlements, and the need to respect these rights .

The Israel's insistence on the implementation of the policy regarding
settlements in the West Bank, represents a violation to the rules of IHL and
the right of the Palestinians to self-determination.

Soitis necessaryto implement the UN resolutions related to the Palestinian
cause in general and settlements in particular, including the city of Jerusalem,
and the international community must do its best to issue a resolution which
obliges Israel to halt settlement activity. If Israel continues its policy in building
the settlements, it will cause disastrous effects on the Palestinian people and
prevent them from exercising their right to self-determination.
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