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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the assessment of primary teachers teachers’(1-4)
and the reasons behind pupils’ low academic achievement in the public schools
in Ramallah and Albireh Governorate. To achieve this purpose, a questionnaire
composed of seven axes was designed. These axes relate to the pupil, the teacher,
the academic supervisor, the school's principal, the curriculum, the pupil’s family and
the directorate of education. The number of the study population amounted to 750
male and female teachers. The study was conducted on a stratified random sample
comprising of 167 teachers, (25% of the study population). In order to achieve the
study objectives, the descriptive analytical method was employed. This study came
up with a number of conclusions among which are the reasons that led to the low
achievement. The most important of these reasons are the following:

First: Reasons relevant to the pupil, like lack of study time management, lack of
prior preparation for the lessons, and focusing on recreational technology.

Second: Reasons relevant to the teacher, like degrading the importance of the
training courses, addressing the remedy of academic low achievement, being over-
loaded, and being overburdened with many tasks. Third: Reasons relevant to the
academic supervisor such as the huge number of teachers he/she has to monitor.
Fourth: Reasons relevant to the curriculum like the insufficiency of the time available
for covering the teaching material, and not addressing the Palestinian environment.
Fifth: Reasons relevant to the family, such as parents’ overlooking their children’s
weaknesses, their interest in high grades no matter what their children’s real status
or mental abilities are, and lack of coordination with the academic supervisors
regarding ways of treating their children’s low achievement. Sixth: Reasons relevant
to the directorate of education such as limited financial support for cultural and
educational competitions which encourage reading.

The study indicates that there are statistical significant differences at (a<0.05)
regarding the primary teachers’ evaluations of the reasons of low academic
achievement in the public schools in the Governorate of Ramallah and Albireh
attributed to the experience variable in favor of teachers with less than five years of
experience. The two researchers recommend that teachers’ academic load should be
lowered so that they can carry out their duties in the best way possible; and that the
curriculum should be connected with the Palestinian environment through seeking
the assistance of experts in curriculum design.

Key words: Primary teachers, low academic achievement, public schools.
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