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Rethinking the Relationship between Religion and Politics in
Political and Islamic Thought: Towards Interpretive Horizons for
Understanding Power and Legitimacy
Abstract

Objectives Research Problem: This study addresses the problematic relationship
between religion and politics in both political and Islamic thought, analyzing their
Intersection and its impact on the stability of Islamic societies in light of challenges

arising from reducing this relationship to a simplistic binary of integration or separation.

Objectives of the Study: To move beyond traditional approaches to
understanding the relationship between religion and politics, and to uncover
contemporary issues resulting fiom this intersection within Islamic contexts.
70 establish a comparative framework for understanding the intellectual and conceptual

differences between Western and Islamic contexts.

Methodology of the Study: The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method to trace
the development of concepts and theoretical models of the relationship between religion and
politics, as well as the comparative method to analyze similarities and differences between

Western and Islamic thought. Additionally, it employed the hermeneutic method to interpret

texts within their historical and cultural contexts, alongside utilizing critical analysis tools.

Key Findings: The relationship between religion and politics in Islamic thought has been
historically diverse and flexible, ranging fiom complete integration to realistic critique, which
refites the traditional notion of rigid political concepts in Islam. Post-Arab Spring experiences
revealed the inability of ideological Islamic approaches to provide a stable democratic model,

highlighting the need to reconstruct concepts of legitimacy and citizenship.

Key Recommendations: There is a need to develop a civic-ethical religious discourse that
promotes values of pluralism and human rights, steering clear of exclusionary or hegemonic
tendencies. It is essential to reinterpret political concepts and the relationship between religion

and politics within a civic-ethical fiamework that balances religious reference with civil law.

Conclusion: The study proposes new epistemological horizons for understanding
the relationship between religion and politics from a hermeneutic perspective, viewing
religion as a symbolic and ethical force. This opens the door to building a modern Islamic
political model that reconciles citizenship and values, achieving a balance between

religious reference and rights.

Keywords: Islamic Political Thought, Political Islam, Political Hermeneutics
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