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Reconciliation and Conflict Transformation: Reading in an

Alternative Theorizing for Peacebuilding

Abstract

This study aims to present a critical reading of the reconciliation and confiict
transformation approach as an alternative to the conventional conflict resolution methods
prevalent in peace studies. Interest in this approach has grown significantly within the
field, particularly after the post—Cold War transformations, which shifted the nature of
global conflicts from inter-state wars to internal confiicts. These new conflicts—often
rooted in ethnic, religious, or sectarian divisions—have led to the outbreak of civil wars.
In this changing context, traditional confiict resolution methods, based on diplomacy
and international law, have proven inadequate for addressing such complex internal
disputes. This has created a pressing need for innovative peace approaches that can foster

environments conducive to coexistence and sustainable peace.

The confiict transformation and reconciliation approach offers a deeper understanding
of conffict than traditional models by framing confiict as an opportunity fo transform
adversarial relationships into cooperative ones. This is achieved through structural change
1n the social, legal, and economic systems that perpetuate confiict and inequality, replacing
them with structures based on justice and equity. Unlike elite-driven negotiations,
this approach prioritizes grassroots reconciliation and societal healing, emphasizing

forgiveness, compassion, and posi-trauma recovery.

Despite its promise, the transformational approach faces criticism. Academics argue
that it may not offer a realistic pathway to confiict resolution due to the extensive time
and multiple phases required for deep societal transformation. Moreover, concerns have
been raised regarding its reliance on foreign funding and external interventions, which

may subject it to the political agendas of major global powers.

Keywords: Conflict Transformation, Reconciliation, Peace Studies, Security, Justice.
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