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The Reality of Forensic Medicine in the West Bank from the

Perspective of Public Prosecution Members

Abstract

This study aims to explore the reality of forensic medicine in the West Bank fiom
the perspective of public prosecution members. A descriptive approach, specifically its
quantitative aspect, was employed, using a questionnaire as a research tool. The study
relied on both primary and secondary sources, with primary data obtained through the
questionnaire, while secondary data were gathered from previous studies and relevant
books. The study population consisted of all public prosecution members in the West
Bank, totaling 152 individuals (according to the Public Prosecution’s 2022 siatistics). The
study sample was purposively selected using a convenient sampling method, including
91 participants, representing 60% of the total study population. The siatistical sofiware
SPSS was utilized to analyze the data gathered fiom the sample, leading fo significant
findings. One key result was the high percentage (97%) of Public Prosecution members
1n the West Bank showing a preference for forensic medicine. Additionally, determining
the cause of death was identified as the most significant factor driving interest in forensic
medicine, with a percentage of 92%. The findings revealed that the forensic medical
team possessed significant professional expertise, with homicide being the most relevant
aspect of forensic medicine according to members of the Public Prosecution in the West
Bank, scoring (97.4%), followed by rape (92.8%).

The study revealed that the primary obsiacles to the implementation of forensic medicine
according to the Public Prosecution in the West Bank are the lack of analysis carried out
by local forensic laboratories associated with forensic medicine, resulting in the necessity
to rely on laboratories in other countries. This issue received a percentage of §3.2%. This
1s closely followed by the absence of government laboratories for (DNA) testing, with a
rating of (82.2%). Based on these findings, the study made several recommendations, the
most important of which include the establishment of an approved procedural guide for
the General Directorate of Forensic Medicine and eflorts to ensure the independence of

the forensic medicine administration.

Keywords: Forensic Medicine, Criminal Justice, Public Prosecution Members,
West Bank.
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