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The Extent of the Legitimacy of the Use of Force or Firearms by
Palestinian Police Officers in Confronting Illegal Gatherings and Riots

Abstract

This study aims to explore the legitimacy of the use of force by Palestinian police
officers in confionting illegal gatherings and riots, in light of the reasons that prompt
individuals to engage in these practices. The study also sought to clarity the legal basis
for using force or firearms in confionting unlawful gatherings and riots by Palestinian
police officers. The study relied on a descriptive-analytical approach, in addition to the
applicable legal texts in the Jordanian Penal Code currently in effect in the West Bank,
as well as the Palestinian Police Law. The study concluded that illegal gatherings and
riots are committed by individuals as a result of a group of reasons, most of which result
from the political, economic, and social systems followed within the state. Therefore,
the Palestinian legisiator authorized police officers to use force to the extent necessary
to avert the danger posed to them and others as a result of illegal gatherings and riots. It
allows them to use force when 1t becomes the only available option after exhausting all

other means.
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